
Rivers Collegiate principal Mike Klassen, Rivers and Area Commu-
nity Foundation chair Donna Morken, Little Saskatchewan River
Conservation District manager Colleen Cuvelier and Saskatchewan
River conservation summer student Curtis Westwood stand near
where more than 92,000 trees will be planted at an old gravel pit
on land near Rivers. (Tim Smith/Brandon Sun) 

Brandon firefighters 
battle a blaze that

destroyed a home in
Brentwood Village on

Tuesday afternoon. 
Witnesses said no one
was injured in the fire

and no other nearby
structures were 

damaged as a result.
The cause of the 

fire is under 
investigation. 

(Photos by Colin Corneau
/Brandon Sun)
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Eco sanctuary takes root
with tree planting blitz
BY GRAEME BRUCE

RIVERS — More than 92,000 trees to
be planted on the site of  an old gravel pit
is the first step in transforming 60 acres of
land near Rivers into an eco-education
sanctuary.

About a dozen workers from Fort
Alexander First Nation outside Winnipeg
have spent the last few days plugging jack
pine seedlings into the arid land east of
Rivers. The seedlings are expected to grow

about a foot per year and into a much-
needed canopy over Millenium Park.

The planting blitz is part of a larger plan
for the area, the focal point of  which will
eventually be an enclosed classroom,
which will look more like a ski chalet than
a school room based on preliminary
renderings. 

There’s even talk of  powering it with a
wind turbine.

The idea for the project was born after
Ducks Unlimited offered a modest $5,000

grant for wetlands preservation secured by
Rivers Collegiate principal Mike Klassen,
who has a masters in environmental
education.

“I have a personal feeling that all
education is environmental education,”
Klassen said. “You can teach any subject
here.”

That first chunk of  cash in 2012
snowballed into more than $50,000 so far
from some 15 partners in Manitoba.
» See ‘Students’ — Page A5

BY IAN HITCHEN

A former manager who
committed fraud by charging
thousands of  dollars in goods
on company credit will spend
six months under house arrest.

Poor oversight on the part of
the company allowed the frauds
to go undetected for 21 months.

“There weren’t sufficient
checks and balances in place to
prevent this,” Crown attorney
Deidre Babcock said.

Bradley Joseph Schwartz, 32,
pleaded guilty this week to four
counts of  fraud committed
between May 25, 2012, and Nov.
25, 2013, totalling $18,935.81.

Schwartz was the manager
for Sturgeon Tire in Brandon at
the time he committed the
frauds using a company credit
card and credit accounts at
various local businesses.

He left the business in
December 2013, and two
months later a Sturgeon Tire
employee reported the fraud at
the Brandon store to police.

Among the illicit purchases
made by Schwartz were car
parts, a toy crossbow, a toy
helicopter, a vacuum cleaner,
tires, hydroponic equipment,
speakers and a roaster oven.
Personal debt was also put on
the credit card.

Schwartz was arrested in
March 2014 and he explained
that he’d had an agreement with
a Sturgeon Tire manager that
he could make purchases and
pay them back out of  his
paycheque.

But Badcock said it appears
that agreement spiralled out of
control — the loan agreement
was intended to cover some of
the expenses of  a move to
Brandon, not the purchases
described above.

Schwartz also said some of
the items were charged on
behalf of customers.

The business didn’t seem to
have enough checks in place, as
Schwartz remained an
employee despite the illegal
purchases and the card was
being paid off by the company.
» See ‘Frauds detected’ — Page A6

Former
manager
gets house
arrest for
defrauding
company



Barry Canard of Saugeen First Nation plants rows of jack pine trees along with other tree planters at
the Rivers quarry site east of the town of Rivers on Tuesday. More than 92,000 trees are being planted
as part of a reclamation project for the area. (Photos by Tim Smith/Brandon Sun) 
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Sinclair’s
family to
file $1.1M
lawsuit
BY KEVIN ROLLASON

WINNIPEG — The
provincial inquest didn’t
examine whether issues of
racism contributed to Brian
Sinclair’s death, but a lawsuit
will.

Vilko Zbogar, one of  the
lawyers representing Sinclair
and his surviving family, said
they hope it means people will
be held responsible for his
death.

The lawsuit seeks $1.1
million in general, aggravated,
special and Charter damages,
including $340,000 for pain
and suffering before Sinclair
died, $500,000 for punitive
damages, and $10,000 for
violations of  his privacy.

Zbogar said now that the
Manitoba Court of Appeal has
given the green light for the
lawsuit to go ahead — after
ruling unanimously it can
continue even though Sinclair
is dead — issues not dealt with
at a months-long inquest can
be heard.

“There’s a lot the inquest
report left out,” Zbogar said
Tuesday after the release of the
44-page appeal court decision.
“Stereotypes and racism were
left out. It didn’t make findings
of accountability.

“These are areas the family
wants to pursue.”

Zbogar said he’s pleased the
appeal court sided with their
arguments, and didn’t agree
with the Winnipeg Regional
Health Authority’s argument
the lawsuit died with Sinclair
because “the conduct of  the
state is the very thing that
caused the death.”

“You can’t say, in a sense,
that because you were
successful in killing a person
you can’t sue.”

Robert Sinclair, a family
spokesman, said in a statement
that “it is not okay for health
workers to ignore a person in
distress based on false racist
assumptions.

“We will not stop seeking
vindication for Brian Sinclair,
and to hold hospital authorities
accountable for their shameful
conduct both before and after
his death. We are grateful that
the courts will now allow us to
do that.”

Brian Sinclair, a 45-year-old
double amputee who used a
wheelchair, died on Sept. 21,
2008. He had spent 34 hours in
the waiting area of  the Health
Sciences Centre’s emergency
department, and had been sent
there by taxi from a medical
clinic with a suspected blocked
urinary catheter.

An autopsy determined
Sinclair died of  a treatable
bladder infection caused by the
blocked catheter.

Zbogar said the WRHA and
the provincial government
could appeal the unanimous
decision to the Supreme Court
of  Canada, “but they would
need strong grounds to do it.”

Zbogar said he can’t believe
it has taken so long to reach
this ruling. The lawsuit was
filed in Manitoba Court of
Queen’s Bench in 2010.

“It’s a little frustrating things
take so long on something we
thought was a basic important
principle: the right to sue,” he
said.

The province has already
paid out $110,000 under the
Fatal Accidents Act.

A spokeswoman for
provincial health minister
Sharon Blady said she can’t
comment while the matter is
before the courts.
» Winnipeg Free Press

Alert Ready system 
to broadcast alarm
today across Manitoba

If  you are listening to the
radio or watching television
today at 1:58 p.m. and hear an
alarm, don’t be worried, it’s just
a test of  Manitoba’s new Alert
Ready system.

“I can tell you this has been
in the works for a considerable
period of  time,” Infrastructure
and Transportation Minister
Steve Ashton said Tuesday
during a phone-in media
conference.

Today, at precisely1:58 p.m.,
there will be a test run of  the
system. The alert will override
broadcast signals for television
and radio across the province. 

On radio, there will be a
buzzer sound followed by the
message. For television, there
will either be a crawler or a red
screen will appear. The
messages will be in both
English and French.

Two types of  alerts will be
broadcast — intrusive, which
are life-threatening, and 
non-intrusive, which are 
non-life-threatening, such as
evacuation orders. Area
specific alerts will also only be
broadcast to affected areas.

The CRTC mandated that
Alert Ready Systems had to be

put in place across the country
by March 31, 2015. 

However, Lyndon Friesen,
president of  Golden West
Radio, said it has been
important to get this
information out to people.

“(Broadcasters) have seen
this as our job forever. When
there’s problems, that’s when
we like to step up,” he said.

This system will also be
beneficial for those in limited
cellular service areas.

The province is currently
working on getting an alert
system for wireless devices
such as cellphones and
computers. It plans to have this
system rolled out within the
next year or two.

There is also an RSS feed
available for websites to use.
Websites can subscribe to this
newsfeed and have it placed on
their page.

Though the system has not
cost the Manitoba government
anything to create, broadcasters
have had to shoulder costs to
acquire the alert system
equipment and install it.

For more information, visit
alertready.ca.
» Brandon Sun

Police arrested a 31-year-old
man roughly four months after
he allegedly stole a 40-oz. bottle
of  liquor from a store on 18th
Street.

The accused, from Brandon,
was released and is expected to
appear in court in June.
» Brandon Sun

Continued from Page A1

“We looked at the area and
said ‘this could be a lot more
than what it is,’” said Donna
Morken, chair of  Rivers and
Area Community Foundation,
one of  several organizations
pitching in cash for the project
which will be part of  Ducks
Unlimited’s network of
wetlands dubbed “centres of
excellence.”

Before the classroom itself
becomes a reality, however,
more funding has to come in,
but Rivers Collegiate students
have been hard at work taking
care of  other parts of  the park.

Shop students are building
docks and a boardwalk along
the wetlands and in the fall
several students hand-picked
invasive clover to stop it from
choking out the biodiversity of
the area.

“The vision is to create a
learning centre for our
students,” said Reg Klassen,
superintendent of  the Rolling
River School Division. “This is

going to become much more
than a place for our school
students to come, it’s a place
for students from schools
outside our division to come
and learn about the natural
habitat around us.”

The jack pines are being
planted on the former railway
gravel pit by Tree Canada on
behalf  of  CN Rail through an
environmental grant, which is
fitting since Rivers itself  was
built by the railroad industry.

The old pit has long been

overgrown with brush since it
closed several decades ago. 

With funds from a Manitoba
Hydro grant another eight
mature trees will also be
planted on the north side of the
land to act as a barrier to wind
and snow.

“Establishing permanent tree
cover will be a blessing for the
site,” said Ken Fosty,
community adviser with Tree
Canada. 
» gbruce@brandonsun.com
» Twitter: @grjbruce 

MAN ARRESTED MONTHS
AFTER LIQUOR THEFT

» Students pitching in 
to transform wetlands

Mark Bunn of Saugeen First Nation loads up his bags with jack pine
trees while planting trees with others at the Rivers quarry site east
of the town of Rivers on Tuesday.




