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melissaklassen@rivershomehardware.camelissaklassen@rivershomehardware.ca
Store #5163-7Store #5163-7

• Repairs on Truck & Trailer - All Makes & Models
• Safety Inspection Station
• Welding repairs

• Tarp Install & Repairs
• Hydraulic Repair & Hose Fabrication Services

• Crane/Hy Rail Inspect & Repairs

• Wetkits & PTO Pumps
• Alum. Stainless Fabrication

501 Middleton Ave. Brandon    office@totalworks.ca
Mobile Services Available For Both Mechanical & Welding

204-728-3821
and operatedIndependently owned

1-204-720-0205
Boakbuilding@gmail.com

• Custom new homes
• Framing
• Concrete
• Renovations

Call today for your free 
estimate!
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By Sheila Runions
      Banner Staff

As repor ted  i n  t he 
March 9 edition, the 
Grade 12 Interdisci-

plinary Studies in Science class 
at Rivers Collegiate planned a 
project for Riverdale Harvest. 
Dubbed the Boat Load of Food, 
students secured a canoe from 
Rolling River School Division 
with an intent to f i l l it with 
non-perishables. Although the 
campaign was fully organized 
by that class, the original idea 
came from a suggestion made 
by harvest volunteer Liliane 
Dupuis.

“I heard the idea at a meet-
ing in Brandon. St. Augustine 
School had tried Fill a Canoe 
in conjunction with the 10-day 
Festival du Voyaguer in Win-
nipeg in February. It was very 
successful and whenever I hear 
food bank, my ears always perk 
up!”

She then brought the sug-
gestion to Riverdale Harvest, 
which supported the idea and 
asked her to present the promo-

tion to the schools.
Pupils co-ordinated the entire 

month-long promotion, which 
culminated in a ceremonious 
presentation on March 20 to 
Riverdale Harvest president 
Heather Gray and Liliane. 

Because the snow had melted 
so much, the canoe could not 
be portaged across the street to 
Zion Church (home of River-
dale Harvest). Rather, the teens 
carried bags, boxes and garbage 

cans from the school foyer into 
the church basement the after-
noon of March 21, where the 
food was weighed and sorted. 
Although the project was a sen-
ior students brainstorm, the en-
tire high school was encouraged 
to participate. The collegiate 
hosted a poor boy f loor hockey 
tournament in which to play, 
athletes had to pay with food for 
the canoe. Some students also 
canvassed Rivers, Oak River 

and Chimo Beach areas for con-
tributions from the community. 
When all was said and done, 
the scales at Riverdale Harvest 
noted a total of 434 pounds, “a 
fabulous amount,” says Heather. 
“We are so pleased they decided 
to help those we serve. A lot 
of times kids don’t get enough 
credit but this group of students 
certainly deserves some praise. 
All students stayed behind to 
help check expiry dates, sort and 

put away in the proper place on 
the shelving units. They were 
fantastic! We are very, very 
pleased.”

Elementary school staff mem-
ber/Harvest volunteer Yvonne 
Crouch initiated a similar cam-
paign in her school. That three-
week effort simply encouraged 
students to leave product in 
the canoe; 87 pounds of food 
was collected from the younger 
group on Thursday, March 22.

Can collections for canoes
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The canoe at Rivers 
Elementary School was 
adequately filled.

Back row L/R: Meghan 
Knelsen, Erich Schmidt, 
Thom Heijmans, Heather 
Gray, Liliane Dupuis. Front 
row L/R: Minami Kijima, Haile 
Hubbard, Chassidy Payette, 
Morgan Ramsay, Bryce 
Summers, Quinn Hrabok.
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Y    outh in Philanthropy (Y iP) 
award ceremony was held on 
June 13, at 10am in the gym-

nasium of the Rivers Collegiate. 
The students of Y iP have worked 

hard this year to be able to award six 
great Rivers organizations. Upon ar-
rival, they kindly ushered in all the 
recipients to the teachers lounge and 
served them cookies and refreshments 
while they waited for the ceremony to 
begin. 

Three seniors served as the masters of 
ceremony for the event, Lexi McLean, 
Andrew Hamm, and Simon Krahn. 

They each did a great job introducing 
the awards. 

The first award given was to the 
Rivers Collegiate Institute Breakfast 
Program. This program provides food 
throughout the day for the students at 
the school. They were awarded $500 
which was accepted by one of the 
students.

Riverdale Palliative Care was award-
ed $500 for a course to help families 
prepare, the Just in Case workshop. 
The award was accepted by Debbie 
Phythian. 

Terry Radcliffe accepted the award 
for Clack Family Heritage Museum of 
$275 for building new display cases for 
viewing historical documents. 

Riverdale Recreation Commission 
was awarded $225 for workout equip-
ment. The award was accepted by 
Christine Walker. 

Coach Taryn Luhowy accepted the 
award for Rivers Collegiate Hockey 
Skills Academy of $250 for Blade Pods 
for Hockey Academy program training. 

Riverdale Early Learning Centre was 
awarded $250 for art supplies for the 
new location. The award was accepted 
by Krista McLaughlam. 

A congratulations to the YiP commit-
tee, Andrew Hamm, Alexis McLean, 
Simon Krahn, Payton Demas, Mia 
Lepp, Hannah Paddock, Sarah Krahn, 
Bethany Krahn, and Elle McLean for 
doing such a great job this year! 

Back Row Left to Right: Taryn Luhowy, Patti Kent, Krista McLaughlam, Terry Radcliffe, Simon Krahn, Lexi, McLean, and 
Andrew Hamm; 

Front Row Left to Right: Christine Walker and Debbie Phythian

Youth in Philanthropy award ceremony


